Brunei Case Study:

Brunei Darussalam

Where: Asia

Capital: Bandar Seri Begawan

Area: 2,228 sq mi (5,770 sq km)

http://www.viewswire.com/index.asp?layout=VWCountryVW3&country_id=120000012

Population Estimate: 374,577 (July 2007 Est)

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/print/bx.html

Government: Constitutional Sultanate

Languages: Malay, Chinese, English

Monetary Unit: Brunei Dollar

Life Expectancy: 74.5 (2007)

Literacy Rate: 92%

Brunei is a small country located on the island of Borneo in Southeast Asia. Brunei has many reserves of oil and natural gas, and thus the people in Brunei enjoy high subsidies and free healthcare. However, according to the Ministry of Religious Affairs in Brunei (2007), there were a total of 16,186 people from 3,747 families who were classified as the poor in Brunei, which is around 4% of the population. Most of the poor live in rural areas in Brunei and are illiterate. However, there is no one in Brunei that can be categorised as living in ABSOLUTE POVERTY. http://www.rtb.gov.bn/NewsUpdate/2003/September03/290903/main6.htm

What can the Government do for the children?

-Provide education to all.

“I am sure that you and I agree that crime and education are related. People who have more education are generally less inclined to commit any crime and/or become really poor. Now, I am not addressing those who commit crime while they are still at school (although they can come later once they realize the mistake they make), rather those who are deprived of formal schooling due to other circumstances, such as teenage pregnancy, teenage marriage and early school-leavers. And what I mean by education (for now) is the chance for everyone to complete their PMBs, O levels and A levels." 

http://rogueeconomist.blogspot.com/2007/06/how-to-reduce-crime-and-make-poverty.html

-Create more skill training and work attachment programmes.

These opportunities can help youths overcome future unemployment and poverty.

What can the Government do to prevent poverty levels from rising?

-Boost efforts to attract tourists.

This will reduce poverty by creating jobs for the residents.

“Dato Paduka Hj Hamdillah Hj Abd Wahab said residents in rural areas could be self-reliant and would no longer need to come into the city to seek work, if the country's tourism sector would continue to improve." 

http://www.bt.com.bn/en/news/2007/12/09/tourism_can_help_curb_rural_poverty_minister

-Emphasise more on the dwindling agriculture growth in Brunei
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