Cambodia

Where? :Asia

Capital : Phnom Penh

Area: 69,900 sq mi (181,040 sq km)

Population Estimate: 14,241,640 (July 2008, CIA World Factbook)

Government : Multiparty democracy under a constitutional monarchy 

Languages: Khmer (official), French, English

Monetary Unit: Riel

Life Expectancy: 61.69 (July 2008 estimate, CIA World Factbook)

Literacy Rate: 73.6% (July 2008 estimate, CIA World Factbook)

Located in SouthEast Asia, Cambodia is a small, compact country with mostly flat and forested land. Although the Kingdom of Cambodia is rich in natural resources, the many years of strife caused by intense border clashes and war have left it one of the world's poorest countries. According to the UNDP Human Development Report (2001), Cambodia ranks 121 of 162 countries in the world on the human development index.

There are about 4.8 million people in Cambodia that are poor, and 90 per cent of them are located in rural areas. Most of their depend on agriculture to earn their living, but at least 12 per cent of the poor people are landless and have no place to live.

Poverty is rampant in upland areas. The poorest people live in the districts close to the borders with Thailand and the Lao Peopleís Democratic Republic in the north and north-east, and with Viet Nam in the east.

Cambodiaís poorest people are detached from the rest of the world. They live in remote villages, far from basic health services. Many have to travel more than 5 km to reach a health clinic, and still others live more than 5 km from the nearest road. 

Coming into the 21st century, Cambodia enjoys relative stability, but subsistence farming employs 75 percent of the workforce, using traditional methods and growing just enough food for themselves, and thus many live in poverty, since productivity is low.

Seasonal food shortages are faced by two thirds of the 1.6 million rural households throughout the year. 30% of household expenditure is usually used up due to rice alone. There are hardly any 'permanent' jobs; most jobs are temporary and poorly paid.

Children and youths in Cambodia do not have the liberty of education, as less than 50 percent of pre-school aged children attend kindergarten. It is known that in rural areas primary school enrollment is only at 50%.  Less than 5 percent of youths in rural areas are enrolled in lower secondary schools. They also do not have the luxuries of food, water, health services and even electricity, all for which we take for granted. Only 1 percent of the children and youths living in rural areas have access to electricity. Most children who live in rural villages do not have a primary school and secondary school to study in. Children and youths in Cambodia have to walk an average of 4-7 kilometres to the nearest school outside the village. In addition, schooling is also expensive, the cost of one child in primary school takes up a quarter of micellaneous expenses per capita. Moreover, gender is still stereotyped in Cambodia, in which boys are more likely to be enrolled compared to girls. Likewise, one outpatient visit to a clinic would use up half of the micellaneous expenses of the family. Moreover, there is no clinic in the village, and thus the poor have to travel longer distances to the clinic.

What can the Government do for the children?

-Reducing costs of health services for the poor and sick

-Providing a free supply of drugs to the poor in Cambodia: greater impartiality in access to health services while it is cheaper for the poor.

-Increase the number of hospitals in Cambodia:The government's Health Coverage Plan aims to build 909 more health centers, 65 more referral hospitals, and 8 more national hospitals in 72 operational districts.

-Raise staffing standards so that patients have trained medical workers.

-Better salaries and incentives for the medical workers for higher quality service.

-Improve the infrastructure of schools

-Construct more schools in poorer and rural areas.

-Lower the relative cost of schooling for the poor

-A pro-poor schooling policy

-Subsidies/Scholarships for poor

-Create more jobs on the market to prevent children from going to dumpsites to collect rubbish, in which they contract harmful diseases in the long term.

A fast-growing population and economy which burdens Cambodian families are partially responsible for the rampant poverty in Cambodia.  People cannot find jobs due to the lack of education.  They have limited access to natural resources. If this carries on, poor health, lack of education, poor infrastructure and low productivity will lead to graver consequences This vicious cycle hinders poor Cambodian families' meager salaries economically.

The spread of HIV AIDS is common in Cambodia due to rural poverty and insufficient number of jobs. More and more young women are migrating to urban areas or neighbouring countries to become sex workers. We need to do something, because the impact of the infection continues to be strong.

The children are insecure, excluded and vulnerable. We need to help them. Together we can make a difference.

