E-Interview with UNAS- United Nations Association of Singapore on Poverty in South-East Asia
1. How do you define poverty?

Poverty is a very complex subject. Therefore, no single definition can capture fully it many dimensions. However, as a very broad definition one can define it as : a lack of means or resources to meet the basic needs of life such as food, medicine, housing, proper sanitation and education.

The UN Millennium Development Declaration which among other concerns touches on the eradication of extreme poverty states that all those whose income is less than US$1.00 a day are considered as living in extreme poverty. The level of income established to indicate poverty varies from country to country. It depends so much on what a fixed amount of income can purchase

 

      2. What do you think is the best option/solution in reducing the rate of poverty in the world?

The options available to reduce poverty include:

    - Appropriate development policies including the creation of jobs

   -  Effective educational and training programs

   -  Effective governance including the rule of law

   -  Access to international markets

   -  Well-tailored policies to address the special

      Needs of the poor

   -  Solicitation of foreign investments

   -  Long-term attention to poverty reduction

   -  Respect for human rights

 

3. How can we individuals play a part in reducing/stopping poverty?

Individuals can help in a variety of ways. This would however, be dependent on their motivations and their particular station in life. If you are in a position of wealth and power, you can obviously do a lot provided you have the right motivations and attitudes. If you are a student, then perhaps you can serve as a volunteer in a variety of capacities..

You may know that many students now volunteer to tutor children of poor families. There are therefore numerous ways to make a contribution

 

4.  Do you think Singaporeans are aware of the current situation of child-poverty in South East Asia?

There is no doubt that people here and in Southeast Asia are aware of the existence of poverty. Indeed some see poverty being played out every day of their life. The media whether print or electronic have also given much coverage.
Natural disasters that occur from time to time, all well reported, invariably affect the poor. UN bodies such as UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP etc.are there to provide relief and aid and strictly not to eradicate poverty. This depends substantially on the government  and its commitment to deal with it.

 

