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	Introduction
	Singapore


	Background:
	Singapore was founded as a British trading colony in 1819. It joined the Malaysian Federation in 1963 but separated two years later and became independent. Singapore subsequently became one of the world's most prosperous countries with strong international trading links and with per capita GDP equal to that of the leading nations of Western Europe. 


	Geography
	Singapore


	Location:
	Southeastern Asia, islands between Malaysia and Indonesia 

	Map references:
	Southeast Asia 

	Area:
	total: 692.7 sq km 
land: 682.7 sq km 
water: 10 sq km 

	Area - comparative:


	slightly more than 3.5 times the size of Washington, DC 

	Climate:
	tropical; hot, humid, rainy; two distinct monsoon seasons - Northeastern monsoon (December to March) and Southwestern monsoon (June to September); inter-monsoon - frequent afternoon and early evening thunderstorms 

	Natural resources:
	fish, deepwater ports 

	Land use:
	arable land: 1.47% 
permanent crops: 1.47% 
other: 97.06% (2005) 

	Total renewable water resources:
	0.6 cu km (1975) 

	Environment - current issues:
	industrial pollution; limited natural fresh water resources; limited land availability presents waste disposal problems; seasonal smoke/haze resulting from forest fires in Indonesia 


	People
	Singapore


	Population:
	4,608,167 (July 2008 est.) 

	Age structure:
	0-14 years: 14.8% (male 353,333/female 329,005) 
15-64 years: 76.5% (male 1,717,357/female 1,809,462) 
65 years and over: 8.7% (male 177,378/female 221,632) (2008 est.) 

	Median age:
	total: 38.4 years 
male: 38 years 
female: 38.8 years (2008 est.) 

	Population growth rate:
	1.135% (2008 est.) 

	Birth rate:
	8.99 births/1,000 population (2008 est.) 

	Death rate:
	4.53 deaths/1,000 population (2008 est.) 

	Languages:
	Mandarin 35%, English 23%, Malay 14.1%, Hokkien 11.4%, Cantonese 5.7%, Teochew 4.9%, Tamil 3.2%, other Chinese dialects 1.8%, other 0.9% (2000 census) 

	Literacy:
	definition: age 15 and over can read and write 
total population: 92.5% 
male: 96.6% 
female: 88.6% (2000 census) 


	Economy
	Singapore


	GDP - per capita (PPP):
	$49,900 (2007 est.) 

	Unemployment rate:
	2.1% (2007 est.) 

	Population below poverty line:
	NA% 

	Household income or consumption by percentage share:
	lowest 10%: 1.9% 
highest 10%: 32.8% (1998) 

	Agriculture - products:
	rubber, copra, fruit, orchids, vegetables; poultry, eggs; fish, ornamental fish 

	Currency (code):
	Singapore dollar (SGD) 

	Currency code:
	SGD 

	Exchange rates:
	Singapore dollars (SGD) per US dollar - 1.507 (2007), 1.5889 (2006), 1.6644 (2005), 1.6902 (2004), 1.7422 (2003) 
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